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Spring brings to mind flowers, blue skies, sunshine,
eggs, bunnies, surprises, hopes…. Some of you celebrate
the Christian feast of Easter, some may celebrate
Passover or other religious feast days. All of these
celebrations are filled with hope and goodness.
The following story shows the goodness in every person,
no matter the circumstances. We all can learn from one
another.
Jeremy was twelve but only in the Second Grade. He had
been born with a chronic disease, which affected his
learning and social skills. His teacher was sometimes
very irritated with him because she felt he didn’t belong
in the class and got very little out of the instruction.
When Easter was coming, she gave her class of twenty
students an assignment to fill an empty plastic Easter
egg with a symbol for the season. The children were excited, but the teacher doubted that Jeremy would know
what to do with his egg.
The next day she opened the eggs one by one with her
class. The first egg had a little butterfly inside to show
new life; another had a bunny; still another had a rock
with fresh green moss growing on it. The next egg was
empty. The teacher feared it was Jeremy’s egg and that
he indeed didn’t know what the assignment was all
about. She was going to skip talking about it, when
Jeremy asked why she didn’t discuss his egg.
The teacher said it was empty. Jeremy replied, “Yes, but
Jesus’ tomb was empty, too.” In response, the teacher
asked him, “Do you know why the tomb was empty?”
Jeremy exclaimed, “Jesus was killed, put in there, then
his Father raised him up!”
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Three months later, Jeremy died and on his coffin were
nineteen plastic eggs – all empty!
This season is filled with surprises, hope, and learning.
May you be surprised by many people and many circumstances. May the hope of spring be within you and
around you.
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